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12/13/17    Revelation 21:1–4 (NIV84) 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 

no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

 

It is usually this time of year that we start watching our favorite Christmas movies to get in the mood for 

Christmas.  So far this year I’ve watched “Jingle All the Way” and “Home Alone.”   

 

“A Christmas Carol” is a classic, and one of my favorites.  Scrooge is visited by three ghosts, the ghost of 

Christmas Past, Present and Future.  The past was a sad reflection of all of Scrooge’s sad life, along with his 

miserable treatment of his family and employees.  The present was equally sad as Scrooge was given a glimpse 

of how the people in his life thought of him.  The future was the worst of all to see how Scrooge’s life was an 

ultimate failure.  But the good news for Scrooge was that the future was still able to be changed!   

 

We have our own “ghost” of the past that is filled with sadness and death as well.  It comes to us in memories of 

our failures and sins.  It especially comes to us when we celebrate Christmas with people missing, perhaps 

people we have chased away.   We hate this “ghost” that comes creeping into our mind, bringing on depression 

and grief over what we’ve done or what we’ve lost.  It keeps trying to haunt us no matter how we try to chase it 

away.  There’s nothing we can do to change it.   

 

But then at Christmas time God sends a different ghost, the Holy Ghost, who points us to a different past and 

promises a different future.  The Holy Spirit takes us back to a different life, the life of Jesus.  He walks us to 

the outskirts of Bethlehem and says to us, “Look at this wonderful birth!  Here is God in the flesh!  He has come 

to this poor and lowly manger to be your poor and lowly Savior, to do something even more dirty than being 

born in a cattle stall.  He has come to die on a cross for the sins of the world!”   

 

What a sad and beautiful and holy story it is!  Here we see a holy boy grow to power and beauty!  He speaks 

words of comfort and forgiveness! He reaches out to the dregs of society.  He heals the sick and raises the dead!  

And what do we do to Him?  We crucify Him!  We hang Him on a piece of wood to die!  But keep looking at 

this Man!  He is God!  He is dying there for your sins!  And keep looking!  He rises from the dead!  He does 

this for sinners who have a failed and sinful past and a just as ominous present!   

 

That vision makes a difference for the way we live in the present.   Instead of living in despondency and fear, 

we live in hope and faith. The apostle John shows us a wonderful future that we have through this vision he is 

given in the book of Revelation, as he gives us a glimpse of heaven.  If there’s anything you leave from tonight 

with, I hope and pray that it is a renewed and strengthened life of hope from this text.   

 

Do you See What John Sees?   
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

there was no longer any sea. . . . There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 

order of things has passed away.” 

 

 This “old order” was kicked in at the Fall into sin, when God talked about the “pain” that would come with 

working the soil and giving birth. Solomon wrote about it in the book of Ecclesiastes.  “There is a time to be 

born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, at time to kill and a time to heal,” etc.   John sees a 

day when that “old order of things” will pass away.   

 

John also mentioned that there would no longer be any sea.  John had to live apart from his fellow believers 

living in Asia Minor when he was exiled on the island of Patmos by the Mediterranean Sea.  According to the 

vision of the sea in chapter 20, this sea seems to be a picture of the place which held the souls of believers until 

the resurrection.   No longer would they need to live apart from their bodies.   They would be reunited with their 

bodies, and they would also be reunited with all believers at that time. The sea would be gone.   

 

Do you see what John sees?  In this case, the question would be, “Do you see what John DOESN’T see?”  He 

doesn’t see sadness or death or crying or pain or a sea of death.  For those of you who have had to live with 

chronic back pain or the loss of a spouse or a parent or a child - it is a constant pain that you take with you every 

step.  You wake up with it.  Sleep with it.  You go to bed with it.  You work with it.  You eat with it.  The 

pictures, the smells, the songs, everything reminds you of the pain, especially during holidays.  It permeates 

your whole life.  Try as you might you can’t help but think about it and cry about it.  Sharp pain turns into a dull 

ache.  But in heaven that pain will be gone, gone, gone.  Isn’t that something to look forward to and hope for? 

 

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband. 

 

One of the most beautiful parts of the wedding ceremony is when the bride comes out to walk down the aisle.  

The doors are opened in the fellowship hall and down she comes.  This moment took hours and hours of 

planning and preparation of the day and the hour, the hair and the makeup and the dress, she is ready to meet 

her groom.  She has perhaps spent hours and days looking for the just right dress that fits her just right and 

looks just right - hopefully not revealing too much.  The bridesmaids and groomsmen all wait for her to walk 

down the aisle to be married to her husband.  It is a day of joy for all involved.  When she is marrying a good 

man, her parents and her bridesmaids are usually happy for her on this special day.   

 

This is the picture John sees of the believers in Christ who have died and are returning with Christ on Judgment 

Day.  She, the church, looks absolutely stunning in a wonderful dress.  What is that dress?  That dress is 

baptism, where she is dipped and bathed in the blood of Jesus.  This clear from Revelation 7 which reveals a 

conversation that John had with one of the elders standing before the throne of God in heaven.   

One of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come 

from?” I answered, “Sir, you know.”  And he said, “These are they who have come out of the 

great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

I think about the weak way that so many die on this earth, they are only a shell of their former self.  Their 

wrinkles and grey hair and emaciated bodies have deteriorated over time.  They are no longer what they were, 

no matter how they try to dress them up in the casket.  But oh, how beautiful they will look at the resurrection 
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with the robes of Christ on and resurrected bodies.   This is how we will all look on the Day that Jesus comes 

because of our baptism and through faith in Jesus.  Jesus has gone through pain and toil and death to prepare us 

for this day.  The Holy Spirit has patiently endured in us and spoken to us and comforted us through the dark 

and dreary days of life.  God has directed your lives all for this one Day, which will be an eternal Day, in 

heaven.   

 

Think about those reunion videos that you see when people return from serving in the Armed Forces overseas.  

The joy in the eyes and hearts of the family members are incredible.  You can’t help but cry at watching the joy 

on their faces and in their hearts.  Just imagine how happy you will be to see your loved ones again.  If there are 

tears, they will only be tears of joy.  How joyful you will be as you look at each other with your new and 

resurrected bodies.  What a great family reunion it will be!  This is a reunion that will never end!   

 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live 

with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 

 

Can you hear what John hears?  You can’t help but hear it.  God wanted to shout this one out to the people.  He 

didn’t want anyone to miss the announcement.  He shouted it out!  When God did that from Mt. Sinai with the 

Ten Commandments, the people were terrified.  They didn’t want to hear God’s voice.  He was making 

commands and threats.  But this loud voice is different.  It has a comforting message that is meant to give us 

hope.  What is that message?   

 

Now the dwelling of God is with men.  When Moses was leading the people through the desert, the LORD had 

personally escorted them along the way in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  He also put His 

special presence over the Ark of the Covenant.  But the LORD threatened to leave His people and not 

personally go with them after they worshiped the golden calf.  Moses said to God, “If your Presence does not 

go with us, do not send us up from here.  How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with 

your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other 

people on the face of the earth?”  (Ex 33:15–16)  He begged the LORD to come with them.  They couldn’t 

survive without Him.   

 

Later on, in Ezekiel chapter 10, Ezekiel was given a vision.  He saw the glory of the LORD slowly but surely 

depart from the Most Holy Place and leave Jerusalem.  It was a sign of judgment on Israel when the LORD left.  

When the ark of the covenant was captured during the Babylonian Captivity and the temple was destroyed, it 

left a very empty feeling in Israel.  Even after the temple was rebuilt, the ark was never returned, and that was 

supposed to be the special place where the LORD dwelt in the midst of His people within the temple or the 

tabernacle.   

 

During John’s day, he must have felt abandoned in many ways, as the government had exiled him to Patmos 

and put the disciples to death.  But this vision showed him that wasn’t the case.   

 

As we live in a sinful and dying world, God hides Himself and lets the curse continue.  He watches as we 

devour one another with our hatred and greed and selfishness.  God dwells with us, but in very hidden ways.  

He speaks to us gently in His Word, assuring us of His love.  He comes to us in the sacraments, but in these 
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very things He hides Himself under water, bread and wine.  We can’t feel His presence, so it is easy to feel 

abandoned by God.   

 

John draws upon the imagery from the Old Testament and says, “Now the dwelling of God is with men.”     

Later on in chapter 21 John wrote, “I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and 

the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 

gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.   He also wrote in 1 John 3:2, “We will see Him as He is.”  No more 

bread, wine and water will need to hide Him from us.  No more humility of the crib and the hay and strips of 

cloth.  He will personally speak with us face to face in all of His glory.   

 

When someone “steals the show” at a play, it is that person who stands out and draws the attention of the 

crowd.  (Jordan did a good job of this as a Russian man in last year’s play at MLS.)   When he or she is on 

stage, your eyes are drawn to that person.  With a shout John’s vision points our eyes to the centerpiece of 

heaven.  It is our beautiful God.  David spoke of his longing to just see God face to face in heaven in Psalm 27.   

        My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”  Your face, LORD, I will seek.  

        13      I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.  

        14      Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.  

Think of how many times you have lifted your eyes to heaven in a painful cry, seeking for answers and comfort 

from your God.  In heaven, He will come right to you! What a tender picture it is.  He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes.  Think of Jesus coming up to you and personally wiping the tears from your eyes, tenderly 

touching your face and comforting you with a comfort that only He can give.   

 

Think too of the contrast of our God with every other god in our world, those who worship cows and monkeys 

and rats and demons.  Their gods leave dung in the streets.  Their gods sneak up to people and take their food 

from their houses.  They give them diseases.  What ugly gods they have!  Our God can speak, feel, reason, love 

and forgive.  He is kind and generous.  He smiles.  He protects!  He resurrects us from the dead and gives us an 

eternal home of joy in heaven.  Jesus will be the center attraction in heaven.  He won’t be hiding behind clouds 

or underneath bread and wine.  He will come from behind the clouds and appear, and His face will be beautiful.   

 

A Christmas Carol is such a fun movie to watch because of the way it ends.  When Scrooge was given a 

glimpse of his dismal future he woke to do all he could to change it.  The end of the movie shows a changed 

man who went from angry and cynical to generous and happy to be alive.  He was terrorized to change. 

 

Do you see what John sees?  You would think a holy God coming to judge the world would be a terrifying 

scene, for we are sinners who deserve His judgment.  But this is a beautiful glimpse of heaven.  We will be with 

the bride in all of her beautiful array.  We will be face to face with the Groom, our Savior Jesus Christ, and He 

won’t be angry with us.  Why?  Because the Groom died for us to pay for our sins and rose from the dead.  

Why?  Because we were baptized and clothed in His beautiful garments.  Do you see what John sees?   Unlike 

with Scrooge, this is a future you don’t need to fear and you don’t need to change.  No matter how dark or 

gloomy life gets on this side of the curtain, the joys of heaven are coming when you see your loved ones and 

Jesus in heaven.  It is better than a fairy tale ending, for this story is true.  May it fill you with hope and joy as 

you prepare for Jesus to come.  Amen.   


